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 IHB, 1 OF 3 Divisions of  ISL
 3 departments

 Born out of  State Centennial 
Celebrations in 1915-1916

 Evolved to our own agency in 1925

 Merged formally with the library 
(again) in 2018

 Mission:
“…provides publications, programs, and 
other opportunities for Indiana citizens of  
all ages to learn and teach about the history 
of  their communities, the state of  Indiana, 
and their relationships to the nation and 
the world.” 



IHB PROGRAMS

• Untold Indiana Blog
• Talking Hoosier History Podcast
• Indiana Almanac
• Outreach and Partnerships

• 2 Legislatively Mandated Programs

 -State Historical Marker Program

 -The Oral History of  the General 
Assembly



PRECURSOR TO THE ILOHI

Copyright Gannett Co., Inc. Feb 25, 2002



HOUSE BILL 1100 BECOMES CODE

 IC 4-23-7.2-20 Oral history of  the general assembly

      Sec. 20. (a) The historical bureau shall establish and maintain an oral history of  the 
general assembly. The director shall employ a qualified historian to conduct and preserve 
interviews of  members of  the general assembly about topics of  public and historical 
interest.

      (b) At the request of  the legislative services agency, the historical bureau shall share 
information obtained through the establishment of  the oral history with the legislative 
services agency for the legislative services agency's use in maintaining a data base of  
biographical information for each member of  the general assembly.

      (c) The historical bureau shall submit a report to the legislative council in an electronic 
format under IC 5-14-6 on the status of  the oral history of  the general assembly before 
July 1, 2018, and upon request thereafter.

 As added by P.L.77-2017, SEC.1.



FOUNDATION BLOCKS
(OTHERWISE KNOWN 
AS PHASE 1, 2017-2019)

 Building oral history project from scratch

 Researched other states who had similar 
projects

 Set project parameters
 Only interviewing once out of  office
 Legislators by era
 Identifying those that needed to be 

interviewed first
 Learning the ins and outs of  Indiana politics
 Set up info. meetings/informal interviews 

with those connected to the IGA





ILOHI 
DOCUMENTS



Former Senator Gene SnowdenFormer Senator Virginia Blankenbaker Former Senator Bob Meeks



ILOHI INTERVIEWS

NAME INTERVIEW DATE INTERVIEW LENGTH PARTY, CHAMBER

Morris Mills 28-Aug-18 2:02:50 R, Senate

William Vobach 4-Sep-18 1:57:30 R, House

Gene Snowden 14-Sep-18 1:18:17 R, Senate

Robert Garton 25-Sep-18 3:44:54 R, Senate (Pro Tem)

Spencer Schnaitter September 27 & Oct. 2, 2018 8:56:29 D, House

Bob Meeks 11-Oct-18 2:36:08 R, Senate

Virginia Blankenbaker October 17 & 23, 2018 4:55:39 R, Senate

Earline Rogers 29-Oct-18 2:17:44 D, House, Senate

Anthony Miles 9-Nov-18 2:29:22 R, House

Choice Edwards 30-Nov-18 1:20:02 R, House

William Roach 4-Dec-18 1:55:18 D, House

Tom Wyss 17-Dec-18 3:23:26 R, Senate



PHASE 2 (2020-2024)

 Joint interviews

 Online archive/website

 https://ilohi.ihb.in.gov/ 

 Conducting 1-2 interviews per month

 Transcript backlog

 80+ interviews available to the public

 ILOHI in the Schools

 Affected by Covid-19

https://ilohi.ihb.in.gov/


LESSONS FROM 
THE ILOHI

 Interesting Backgrounds
 Not a Linear Path to Serving
 Party Lines/Issues Different Than 

Today

 What Legislators Want Citizens to 
Know:

-The IGA is not the US Congress

-How state government operates

-Compromise matters

-Your voice matters



BIG ISSUES

 Indiana politics have changed

 Legislators consistently give 3 reasons:

1. Gerrymandering
2. Money
3. Aggressive Politics



HOW IHB HAS BEEN USING THIS INFO

PUBLIC 
PRESENTATIONS

HISTORY IN 
SESSION

ALMANAC 
ENTRIES

SOCIAL MEDIA BLOGS



HOW EDUCATORS CAN UTILIZE 
THE ILOHI

 ILOHI in Schools

 Full Interviews and Transcripts

 Snippets for Projects/Exhibits

 Publications

 Primary Source Database

 Understanding how the General Assembly/State Govt. Works

 What They Wish the Public Knew/How to Influence the IGA

 ILOHI Supplemental Resources



THE ILOHI FUTURE (PHASE 3)

Transcripts Outreach

Enhanced 
Educational Tools 

Classroom 
Curriculum
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