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DR. MICHELLA MARINO

[HB Deputy Director/Oral Historian

- IHB, 1 OF 3 Divisions of ISL.

" 3 departments

* Born out of State Centennial

Celebrations in 1915-1916

- Evolved to our own agency in 1925

- Merged formally with the library

(again) in 2018

* Mission:

“...provides publications, programs, and
other opportunities for Indiana citizens of
all ages to learn and teach about the history
of their communities, the state of Indiana,
and their relationships to the nation and
the world.”



[HB PROGRAMS

* Untold Indiana Blog
* Talking Hoosier History Podcast

THE INDIANA HISTORICAL BUREAU

* Indiana Almanac iR E:SEE N TS

* Outreach and Partnerships ?

* 2 Legislatively Mandated Programs "
| TALKING HOOSIER HISTORY

-State Historical Marker Program

-The Oral History of the General E
Assembly - | ILOHI

INDIANA LEGISLATIVE

ORAL HISTORY INITIATIVE




PRECURSOR TO THE ILOHI

General Assembly
wants its tales told

B Bill would let legislators
hire a historian to present
lawmakers’ public service
in context of their lives.

By Rob Schaelder
by schinssdor @ ey Rias. Ofm

The Indiana General Assembly
has lis eye on becoming a liter-
ary agentl with the hopes of pro
ducing a page-tumer. The sub-
ject? lisel

A Senate bill scheduled to go
before the House foday :.lih for
the stale to spend §
hire a histarian, who would pick
up the legslative body's story
where The Centennial Histony
of the Indiana General Assem
Bly. 1816-1978 lef off

Thr last tome, avallable al the

ale Library st Indianapo

Ar

jes, includes 832 pages of ac
coupts from how (the stale

selected a capital to (ables show
ing the number of legislatars
who attended college
This tme amund, legislators
wanl o emphasize the “human
Interest” storles, “We want it o
be readable, colorful as Indiana
actually |s," said Sen. James
Merritt Jr, R-lndis s, Lhe
author of Senate Bill 4
That could be accamplished in
part through an oral history of
lawmakers
"What we're hoping is that
this Is a life history inlerview, so
it puts thelr public service in the
context of their whole life,” said
Barbara Truesdell, assistant di
r for the Center for the
of Histo il Memory at
jana University, Truesdel] nd
vised an imterim study commit
tee belore the ]rmqliillrlll Wis
druftel

See History, Page BS

“A lot of people have no
more of a vision of what we
are like as members of the
legislature than what they
read in the paper, and
they assume we are all guys
in suits who will soon be in

mwmm

Sen. Lindel Hume, [J-F'nncemn

Copyright Gannett Co., Inc. Feb 25, 2002



HOUSE BILL 1100 BECOMES CODE

IC 4-23-7.2-20 Oral history of the general assembly

Sec. 20. (a) The historical bureau shall establish and maintain an oral history of the
general assembly. The director shall employ a qualified historian to conduct and preserve
interviews of members of the general assembly about topics of public and historical
interest.

(b) At the request of the legislative services agency, the historical bureau shall share
information obtained through the establishment of the oral history with the legislative
services agency for the legislative services agency's use in maintaining a data base of
biographical information for each member of the general assembly.

(c) The historical bureau shall submit a report to the legislative council in an electronic
format under IC 5-14-6 on the status of the oral history of the general assembly before
July 1, 2018, and upon request thereafter.

https:,","www.nwitimes.conﬁnews,"local,"govt—and— olitics/house-endorses-legislative-oral-history- . AS added by PL77_2017: SECl
project/article_gc5235b8-d7f5-56bd-8814-bgc62188f653. html



FOUNDATION BLOCKS
(OTHERWISE KNOWN
AS PHASE 1, 2017-2019)

California State ATChIVeS  anee catis S Asbiss- it Ectans o s
Nevada Legislature’s Oral History Guide Introduction
Oral History

Project

Robert R. Barengo. ByronL. Bilyeu
5 Reguar Sessions and 1 Specal -
LY e WBE  sesson
D

© Leasinve serviee ® Loaisite servie
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" Building oral history project from scratch

* Researched other states who had similar

projects

" Set project parameters
Only interviewing once out of office
Legislators by era

Identitying those that needed to be
% interviewed first

Arizona State Archi

Learning the ins and outs of Indiana politics

About this collection

Set up info. meetings/informal interviews
with those connected to the IGA

Browse and Search This Collection




Indiana Legislative Oral History Initiative
Description, Mission, and Goals

Description

The Indiana Legislative Oral History Initiative (ILOHI), founded by House Bill 1100 of the 120th
General Assembly (2017), is an ongoing oral history project to record the history of the Indiana
General Assembly from 1978 to the present from those who experienced it first-hand. Building on
the work of The Centennial History of the Indiana General Assembly, 1816-1978, the oral histories of
Indiana state legislators will not only provide a new history of the IGA and its members but will also
reveal the modern political and legislative processes that help shape our state. The ILOHI strives to
provide a primary source collection that highlights the ways in which Indiana has changed over the
course of the last four decades and the lawmakers’ contributions towards and responses to this
evolution. By sharing the history of the IGA and its influence on the people, processes, and
institutions of the state, we can begin to more fully understand the role of Indiana in a national and
global context.

Mission
The Indiana Legislative Oral History Initiative’s mission is to conduct, transcribe, preserve, and

make publicly accessible oral histories with state legislators in order to better understand Hoosier
political history.

Goals
e Conduct thorough oral history interviews with state legislators detailing their lives,

experiences, achievements, and struggles in the Indiana General Assembly and in Indiana
politics as public servants.
Transcribe each oral history interview and make it publicly available.
Provide legislators biographical information to the Legislative Services Agency for their
biographical database.
Preserve the audio file and transcript of each interview with the project archive and the
Indiana State Library.
Create a user-friendly online archive and website to house and make publicly available the
interviews and transcripts as well as relevant and thematic excerpts about topics of public
and historical interest.
Develop curriculum and/or resources for teachers to integrate oral history materials in




CORE INTERVIEW GUIDES

CORE INTERVIEW GUIDE #1 (Thorough)
L Childhood
A When and where were you bor?
‘What were your parents’ names?
Where is your family from? How and when did they get to Indiana?
What were your parents’ occupations?
Do you have any siblings? If so, names, years apart?
How would you describe your childhood?
‘Who were the most influential people in your childhood? Why were they so influential?
‘What understanding, if any, did you have about your family’s politics/political beliefs as
ayoung child?

momHMUOw

IL  Education
A What schools did you attend as a child and teenager?
B. How would you describe your educational experiences? Favorite subjects?
Extracurriculars?
C. Asachild, what were your views about the state of Indiana or being a Hoosier?
D. Where did you attend college?
E. What was your major? How did you come to this major?
F. What did you hope to do with this major after graduation?
G. Were you involved in any clubs, organizations, sports teams, etc.?
H. How did you view your college experiences at the time?
L Inwhat ways did your awareness of politics evolve as you matured?
1. How did they align with that of your family?

ML Work/Career
A Describe your employment history after high school/college.
B. What were your career aspirations?
C. How did you work towards those aspirations?

IV.  Family
A When, if atall, did you get married?
B. Did you have children? If so, what were their names, and when were they born?
C. How did your family influence your career? Conversely, how did your career influence
your family?

I Development

A. How did you become more seriously involved in politics?

B. What shaped your political outlook?

C. As you initially became involved in politics, what were key issues or legislation you
championed or fought against?

D. Who were your national political heroes? State o local?

Indizn Legishtive Oral History Initiative
Indizna Histosical Burean
Release and Deed of Gift Form

The ILOHT's mission is to conduct, transeribe, praserve, 1nd maks publicly accessibla oral histosies
with state legislatoss in order to better undesstand Hoosier political history. In order for yous
interview to be used by the ILOHT as well as the Indiana State Libsary Osal History Collection
(ISLOHC), it is necessary for you to sign this Release :nd Deed of Gift Form. Befors doing 50,
please read it cazeflly, and ask any quastions you may havs ragarding it tecms and conditions.

L (name of legislator /masmtor), of

[addzess, ciry, state, zip code]
hesein peemanenty donate and convey sy onl kistory interview/ to the ILOHI and the Indizna
State Libsasy Oral Histoxy Collection (ISLOHC). In making this gift, I vaderstand that Tam
coavering all sipht, title, and intesest i copreipht to the ILOHT and the ISLOHC. I also grant to the
TLOHI and the ISLOHC the right to use my name and lkeness for any lwal pocpose, including
educational and advectisement puzposes and in any medivm, inchuding both psint 22d electronic. I
undesstand that ILOHI 2ad ISLOHC may use suck secosdings and images with or without
associating names thersto. I forther waive any clim for compensation of any kind for [LOHT 2nd
ISLOHC use or publication of the recozdings and images. I heseby permit ILOHI and the ISLOHC
to edi, ezop, or setouch suck recordings and images and waive the sight to inspect the fnal
cecosdings 2nd images

My sigrature below 2lzo confirms my agreement to allow transcsipts to be produced based npon the
secosded andio interview. This agreement does zot in any way prechde me (the legislatos/nacrator)
fom any use of the content or expressions contained in either the zudio recording of this oml
history o the transesipts prodoced from such.

T heseby folly 2nd forever dischazge and release ITLOHI and the ISLOHC from any claim for
damages of any kind (incloding but not kmited 1o invasion of privacy, defamation, false kght, or
misappropsiation of name, kheness, or image) asising out of the use of publication of the secordings
2nd images by ILOHI 2nd the ISLOHC and covenant 2nd agres not to sue or otherwise initiate legal
proceedings against the ILOHI and the ISLOHC for such use oz publication.

‘Tke full zudio interview 25 well a5 edited excerpts will be open for reseasch to the poblic, wailble
for se in publication, 3ad digitally svailible on the internet incloding ia, but ot exclusive to, the
ILOHF: online archive and the ISLOHC, except with 2ny restrictions listed below.

No sestactions.

Resteictions (Please st

Indiana Legislative Oral History Initiative
Indiana Histosical Burean.
‘Narrator Information Sheet and Voluntary Consent Form.

The Indizna Legislative Ol History Initadve (ILOHD), 2 peoject under the diraction of the Indianz
Historical Bureau, was founded by House Bill 1100 of the 120th Genesal Assembly (2017). The
ILOHI is an ongoing ozl history project to record the Eistory of the Indiana Genenl Assembly
£zom 1978 to the preseat fzom those who expecieaced it fast hand. The ILOHT's mission i to
conduct, transecbe, peesecve, and sske poblicly accessible oral histadies with state lepislatoss in.
ordes 1o better understand Hoosier political history.

We appreciate yous willingness to participate in our project 2nd would like to explain ovs ol kistory
process
1. The interview will be recorded digitally, and taanscripts will be produced from the interview.
We would Lie to takie 3 photogeagh of ou for ous project 23 well You wil be identfied by
name in the interview, tanscrpts, 1d photopeaghs

2 Each interview takes approximately 2-3 hones unless 2 different fime is decided npon
berwean the interviewer and nageator beforshand.

. At the end of gur interview, you will be asked to siza 2 copyeight celease fomm thatwill
pemmunently give, conver, and transfer the onl Kistory to the [LOHI (as 2 project of the
Indiana Histosieal Bureau) 2nd the Indizna State Libcary Ol History Collsction. Upos pouc
cequast, 2 copy of the audio file and/ oz tnscripts can be peovided for Tous person:
ceconds.

4. The copysight celease provides the TLOH and the State Libeary the sight to use the

intecview in aay 7 determine, i Tiamited 3
publicatioas, promotional vse, 2ad online. Siginp the coasent fozm doss a0t prevent Fou
feom using the content, stosies, ox expressions from the imterview: 1f you wish to place 2ay

restrictions on the interview of on the use of the interview, there will be  space on the
copreight eeleaze form to recoed those sestrictions

s interview: questions will generally alipn with the following topies /themes: ckildhood,
education, workcatees, family, politieal t, election,’s, Indiara Geneaal by,
ey legislation, life after the IGA, and 2 changing Indizna 1f you have any goestion:
ot suggesdons about ous projest, please contzet Dx. Michelld Masing (TLOHI project
dirsetor), mmarino @b acrin gov (317) 233-6940.

L [signatue of legislator /nzsmato), vadecstand and verify that
my participation in this interview is completely voluntary. My signature confiems my sgreement to
pasticipate in this recorded oral history interview. | sealize that T have the sight to refose to answer
any questions posed to me if [ so wish.

PRINTED NAME:

ILOHI INTERVIEW CHECELIST

Ttems Needed

_ TASCAM recosder

_ AA Batteses

__ Backup Soay recorder

_ AAA Battages

__ Converter Box and Cord /Phone Chasger

_ FExtension Cord

__ Narrator Information Sheet and Veluntary Censent Form (2)
___ Ralease and Desd of Gift Form (2)

__ Phone to take picture

_ Busines: Card:

_ Headphones for plapback to vesfy TASCAM is wodsing
__ Tnterview Questions

_ Penand Notebock

__ Address and Phone Number of Intervieuree

ILOHI

DOCUMENTS




Former Senator Virginia Blankenbaker Former Senator Bob Meeks Former Senator Gene Snowden




[LOHI INTERVIEWS

NAME INTERVIEW DATE INTERVIEW LENGTH PARTY, CHAMBER

Morris Mills

William Vobach

Gene Snowden
Robert Garton
Spencer Schnaitter
Bob Meeks

Virginia Blankenbaker

Earline Rogers

Anthony Miles
Choice Edwards
William Roach

Tom Wyss

28-Aug-18
4-Sep-18
14-Sep-18
25-Sep-18
September 27 & Oct. 2, 2018
11-Oct-18
October 17 & 23, 2018
29-Oct-18
9-Nov-18
30-Nov-18
4-Dec-18
17-Dec-18

2:02:50R, Senate
1:57:30R, House
1:18:17R, Senate
3:44:54 R, Senate (Pro Tem)
8:56:29 D, House

2:36:08 R, Senate
4:55:39 R, Senate
2:17:44 D, House, Senate
2:29:22 R, House

1:20:02 R, House

1:55:18 D, House

3:23:26 R, Senate




Indianallegislati ‘ Initiative (|}ci|-||)

PHASE 2 (2020-2024)

" Joint interviews

* Online archive /website

* https://ilohi.ihb.in.gov/

- Conducting 1-2 interviews per month
" Transcript backlog

- 80+ interviews available to the public
- ILOHI in the Schools

- Affected by Covid-19



https://ilohi.ihb.in.gov/

LESSONS FROM

THE 1LLOHI

" Interesting Backgrounds
" Not a Linear Path to Serving

* Party Lines/Issues Different Than
Today

- What Legislators Want Citizens to
Know:

-The IGA is not the US Congress
-How state government operates
-Compromise matters

-Your voice matters



BIG ISSUES

" Indiana politics have changed

" Legislators consistently give 3 reasons:

1. Gerrymandering
2. Money
3. Aggressive Politics



HOW IHB HAS BEEN USING THIS INFO

PUBLIC HISTORY IN
PRESENTATIONS SESSION

ALMANAC
ENTRIES

SOCIAL MEDIA

BLOGS

i Indiana History

5 CONNECTING PAST AND PRESENT

H- l‘l“ﬂ. n'ﬂ-:—.'r

a a7

0

- 9%

Image: Indianapolis Star

CHOICE EDWARDS,
REPUBLICAN, HOUSE, 1969

As a Republican Representative of Indianapolis,
Choice Edwards served in the Indiana General
Assembly for one year in 1969. When asked what
he believed was the most important work of the
legislature in an Indiana Legislative Oral History
Initiative (ILOHI) interview, Rep. Edwards stated,
“To do no harm and to do good...Listen to
constituents, to listen to experts, and have that help
formulate your opinions about any change in
legislation or any proposed legislation.” Listen to
this and other ILOHI interviews
at https://ilohi.ihb.in.gov/.

INDIANA ~ “'1 " 1.
HISTORICAL kld}l"r.lm
BUREAU  Archives

The 1978 Blizzard and an Unforgettable
Political Campaign

Spotting Publicity Hounds

IS NO SECRET in politics that it to get a permit from the police depart-
doesn’t matter so much what you say, as ment.
long as enough people hear you say it

That the ability .
to attract attention
from the media
often transcends
all other talents, is
unfortunate, but
true.
So when a

man with an

unknown name

g
Indian

When it comes to mobilizing a political c

trying to stand out to get pub , whether it be appearing
putting up billboards, or simply knocking on doors. Visibility is always

crucial to gettin, ed to office. However, never in the history of the

Indiana General Assembly had a candidate utilized a blizzard to help them



HOW EDUCATORS CAN UTILIZE

THE 11LOHI

- ILOHI in Schools

* Full Interviews and Transcripts

* Snippets for Projects/Exhibits

- Publications

- Primary Source Database

* Understanding how the General Assembly/State Govt. Works
* What They Wish the Public Knew/How to Influence the IGA
- ILOHI Supplemental Resources



THE ILOHI FUTURE (PHASE 3)

% Transcripts ﬁ Outreach
Enhanc.:ed Class.roorn
Educational Tools ' Curriculum
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