
GPO’s Collaborations:
Increasing access to and preservation of the 

National Collection of U.S. Government Public Information



Agenda

• National Collection
• Partnership overview
• Impact on access to the National Collection
• Impact on preservation of the National Collection 



National Collection of U.S. Government 
Public Information
• Scope: all public information products of the U.S. Government, regardless 

of format or medium, produced by Federal employees or paid for with 
Federal funds

• Location: a geographically dispersed collection of the corpus of Federal 
Government public information that is accessible to the public at no cost

• Institutions: Federal depository libraries serve as stewards for all of the 
materials distributed in tangible format throughout the history of the FDLP

• Online: includes GovInfo collections, as well as content harvested by 
GPO, and content hosted on Federal agency websites

https://www.govinfo.gov/


Official GPO Partnerships: History
• GPO’s FDLP partnerships were created to share the tasks of building, storing, 

disseminating, and preserving the collection of FDLP resources.
• Initially, GPO partnerships focused on providing permanent public access to 

electronic content not housed on GPO Access (now GovInfo) or to provide 
access to services related to the administration of a FDLP collection.

• Official partnerships are formalized with a memorandum of agreement.
• By 2005, there were 17 partnerships: 10 focused on content, and 7 focus on 

administrative FDLP services.

https://www.govinfo.gov/


Official GPO Partnerships: Categories

• Preservation Stewards
• Digital Preservation Stewards
• Digital Content Contributors
• Digital Access Partners
• Cataloging and Metadata Contributors
• Other/Specialized



Current GPO Partners
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/wri/


Indiana Partners
• Indiana State Library (0170):
 Preservation Steward
 Digital Content Contributor

• Indiana University Maurer School of Law 
Jerome Hall Law Library (0177B): 
 Preservation Steward

• University of Notre Dame Kresge Law 
Library (0173B):
 Preservation Steward



Impact on Access: Cataloging

• Help develop the comprehensive national bibliography of U.S. 
Government public information to provide the public with a 
discovery tool for the National Collection.

• Bibliographic records created by partners or GPO because of a 
partnership.

• Added to the Catalog of U.S. Government Publications (CGP).
• Contain a PURL link for digital content.

https://catalog.gpo.gov/


Impact on Access: Cataloging

• War Dept., Dept. of the 
Navy, & Office of 
Education: University of 
Minnesota

• Economic related 
publications: FRASER

• USGS publications: 
Colorado School of 
Mines

https://catalog.gpo.gov/F/?func=find-c&ccl_term=wlts+%3D+%28+minn%3F+%29&local_base=GPO01PUB&x=0&y=0
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F/?func=find-c&ccl_term=wlts+%3D+%28+minn%3F+%29&local_base=GPO01PUB&x=0&y=0
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F/?func=find-c&ccl_term=wlts+%3D+%28+minn%3F+%29&local_base=GPO01PUB&x=0&y=0
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F/?func=find-c&ccl_term=wcat%3Dfraser&x=0&y=0
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F/?func=find-c&ccl_term=wcat%3Dfraser&x=0&y=0
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F/?func=find-c&ccl_term=WCAT%3Dcsm%3F&x=0&y=0


Impact on Access and Preservation: 
Digital Content (GovInfo)
• Help develop the digital National Collection through GovInfo.
• Digitally image Federal Government information following GPO 

specifications.
• GovInfo is more than just a website!
• GPO provides access and digital preservation through GovInfo.
• Either the partner or GPO creates the bibliographic metadata.
• Partnership is acknowledged in the metadata and visible on the 

details page for each item.



Impact on Access and Preservation: Digital 
Content (GovInfo)

• Congressional reports 
and documents from the 
U.S. Congressional Serial 
Set: Law Library of 
Congress.

• Publications related to the 
Panama Canal: University 
of Florida

• Regional publications: 
Boise State University

• Historic expenditure 
reports of the U.S.: Dept. 
of the Treasury Library

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/serialset
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/serialset
https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/panama-canal
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/search/%7B%22query%22%3A%22mods%3A%5C%22GPO%20Partnership%5C%22%3A%5C%22boise%20state%20university%5C%22%22%2C%22offset%22%3A0%7D
https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/treasury-department
https://www.govinfo.gov/collection/treasury-department


Impact on Access and Preservation: 
Digital Content
• Help develop the digital National Collection through hosting and 

preserving content on partner’s repositories.
• Either the partner or GPO creates the bibliographic metadata.
• Records in the CGP contain links to content at partner’s 

repository.
• GPO serves as back-up in case partner can no longer provide 

free access.
• Content is accessible from the CGP and links on fdlp.gov.



Impact on Access to Digital Content

• NASA Tech. 
Reports: NASA

• WWI posters: IL 
State University

• Various: UNT
• Economic 

related: Fed 
Reserve STL

https://ntrs.nasa.gov/
https://ntrs.nasa.gov/
https://library.illinoisstate.edu/collections/answering-the-call/index.php
https://digital.library.unt.edu/
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/


Indiana’s Impact
Indiana State Library
• Have a very historic collection of 

Federal materials and want to share 
that collection more widely through 
GovInfo.

• Have the equipment to digitally 
imaging according to GPO 
specifications.

• Focused on the 52 volumes of the 
Decisions of the Department of the 
Interior and the General Land Office 
in Cases Relating to the Public Lands, 
published from 1881 to 1929

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/search/%7B%22query%22%3A%22fedpubname%3A%5C%22DecisionsoftheDOI%5C%22%22%2C%22offset%22%3A0%7D
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/search/%7B%22query%22%3A%22fedpubname%3A%5C%22DecisionsoftheDOI%5C%22%22%2C%22offset%22%3A0%7D
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/search/%7B%22query%22%3A%22fedpubname%3A%5C%22DecisionsoftheDOI%5C%22%22%2C%22offset%22%3A0%7D


Impact on Tangible Preservation

• Preservation Stewards preserve the tangible National Collection.
• Commit to retain and preserve tangible Federal Government 

publications for the duration of the agreement.
• Ensure all titles are cataloged and include a permanent retention 

notation in the record.
• Provide item level inventories with item level condition statements 

to GPO for historic collections.
• Confirm receipt of current collections via an inventory list sent by 

GPO twice a year.



Impact on Tangible Preservation

• Publications in over 300 SuDoc classes being 
preserved across 52 Preservation Stewards.

• In development is work to add holdings for 
Preservation Stewards to the CGP.

• Upcoming focus is ensuring Preservation 
Stewards for titles the limited titles still being 
distributed in print.



Impact on Tangible Preservation in 
Indiana

Indiana University Maurer 
School of Law, Jerome Hall 
Law Library
• Code of Federal Regulations

• Weekly Compilations of 
Presidential Documents

• Statutes at Large

• Public Papers of the 
Presidents

• Monthly Catalog of U.S. 
Government Publications

• U.S. Reports

• Revised Statutes of the U.S.

• Congressional Record and 
predecessors 

• Serial Set

• U.S. Code

Indiana State Library
• Statutes at Large
• Public Papers of the 

Presidents
• Index of Patents Issued From 

the United States Patent 
Office

• Official gazette of the United 
States Patent Office

• Annual Report of the 
Commissioner of Patents

• Oversized publications

University of Notre Dame, 
Kresge Law Library
• Code of Federal 

Regulations
• Federal Register
• Journal of the House of 

Representatives



More Information
Visit the partnership page of FDLP.gov.

• Complete list of all partners
• Map of all Preservation Steward locations
• Criteria and guidance for each partner category
• Copies of MOAs and/or template agreements
• Logos that can be used by partners

https://fdlp.gov/about/partnerships


Questions & Comments

Suzanne Ebanues, sebanues@gpo.gov 

Questions for GPO staff? Contact us using askGPO. 
 

mailto:sebanues@gpo.gov
https://ask.gpo.gov/s/
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