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WHERE WE’RE 
GOING TODAY

GPO’s Origins and History

A Brief History of the FDLP

The Future of Government 
Information

Q&A



JAMES MADISON

A popular government without 
popular information or the means of 
acquiring it, is but a prologue to a 
farce or a tragedy; or; perhaps both. 
Knowledge will forever govern 
ignorance; and a people who mean 
to be their own governors, must arm 
themselves with the power which 
knowledge gives.

Ph
ot

o:
 T

he
 W

hi
te

 H
ou

se



GPO’S 
MODERN 
MISSION



BEN 
FRANKLIN, 
THE FIRST 
“PUBLIK” 
PRINTER OF 
THE UNITED 
STATES

Photo: National Park Service



BEN’S 
GUIDE
HTTPS://BENSGUIDE.GPO.GOV

https://bensguide.gpo.gov/




GPO OPENED 
ITS DOORS ON 
MARCH 4, 1861
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BEFORE GPO, 
OFFICIAL 
COPIES OF 
BILLS WERE 
PRODUCED BY 
HAND



PRIVATE 
PRINTERS 
WOULD 
DISTRIBUTE 
PRINTED 
BILLS & 
REPORTS

Photo: Library of Congress



WHAT DOES 
GPO DO 
TODAY? Make 

Things

Make 
Tools

Find 
Things



WHAT DO WE 
MAKE AT 
GPO?



WHO ARE 
GPO’S 
TEAMMATES?



WHO ARE 
GPO’S 
TEAMMATES?



EARLY PUBLIC 
INFORMATION 
PROGRAM













GOVINFO



THE NATIONAL 
COLLECTION



WHAT’S ON 
GOVINFO?



UPDATES TO 
GOVINFO



UPDATES TO 
GOVINFO



NEXT 
GENERATION 
AUTHORING & 
PRODUCTION 
TOOLS



NEXT 
GENERATION 
AUTHORING & 
PRODUCTION 
TOOLS



NEXT 
GENERATION 
AUTHORING & 
PRODUCTION 
TOOLS



DIGITAL FDLP 
TASK FORCE



U.S. GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
WWW.GPO.GOV

facebook.com/USGPO | twitter.com/USGPO | instagram.com/USGPO 
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